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7.2.1 Best Practices  

 

7.2.1Describe two best practice successfully implemented by the Institution as per NAAC 

format provided in the Manual. 

Response: 

 

Best Practice: 1 

Title of the practice: A Water and Soil Conservation: Continuous Contour Trenches (CCT) 

and Tree Plantation 

Objectives of the practice: 

 To reduce the runoff and conserve water. 

 To increase in the ground water level and availability of drinking water. 

 To improve the green cover over the area and soil quality. 

 To create social and environmental consciousness among students. 

The context: 

Agriculture is traditionally the major economic activity in Maharashtra, soil and water are two 

basic essentials for agriculture. Nearly 58% of population lives in rural area which depends 

largely on agriculture for their livelihood. The agriculture suffers due to vary of monsoon. In 

Maharashtra state nearly 60% area under Maharashtra is a drought prone area, so there is great 

need of water conservation. The second important issue is the soil erosion which decreased the 

fertility rate of the land. 

Continuous Counter Trenches is one the important techniques to reduce runoff, reduces the soil 

loss and increase the ground water level. Along with that plantation of trees on the slop of hilly 

area also prevent soil erosion and runoff water.  The institution through its NSS Unit has taken 

initiative for the conservation of water as well as soil and started work on construction of 

Continuous Contour Trenches(CCT) even plantation of trees in the hilly area of the adopted 

village from 2016-17. 



The practice: 

The practice of water and soil conservation is a small initiative taken by the college to maintain 

environmental consciousness. Understanding the need of water and soil conservation, construction 

of Continuous Contour Trenches along with tree plantation was started on the hilly area of Dari 

village of Nashik tahsil with the help of Ground Survey Department. The Ground Survey 

Department has given map on which the area of CCT was pointed out. The college has followed 

that map and started work of CCT (Each CCT Length 15 feet, Width 2 feet and Depth 2 feet) with 

the help of NSS Unit volunteers every year in Special Winter Camp. Apart from this every year in 

the month of July during Van Mohotsav saplings were planted in the village adopted. The details 

are as follows: 

 

Year Total CCT work done Total water absorbed 

capacity of CCT  

Total saplings planted 

2019-20 105 1,78,500 Lit 35 

2018-19 225 382,500 Lit 1500 

2017-18 167 2,83,900 Lit 1000 

2016-17 50 85,000 Lit 50 

 

Evidence of Success: 

    The evidences of success are clearly shown through the photographs of work done and 

letter issued from Local authority. Apart from that 

 Decreased quantity the runoff water 

 The green cover area is increased 

 Number of volunteers to perform task is increased it indicates that more students are 

involved in environment conservation. 

Problems encountered: 

 There is lack of awareness regarding water conservation among the people. 

 Problem in digging CCT due to silicate soil. 

 Volunteers from urban areas have lack of ability to perform hardwork. 

Resources Required: 

 The required resources are provided by the Affiliating University, Management of the 

Institute, Principal of the College and Local Authority of Dari village. 
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